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COMMITMENT IN SPOUSES OF THE MENTALLY ILL

BACKGROUND

* Losing a beloved - a common experience
for spouses of mentally ill people

* Relationality in pastoral theology — a
process without “"the core” self (McClure
2010)

» Disability theology: Varieties of love
(Swinton 2012)

THE MAIN TYPES OF COMMITMENT
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A) LOVING THE RESPONSIBLE,
"CORE YOU"

Forgiveness: the call to responsibllity

taking as sharing

MENTAL ILLNESS

RESPONSIBLE

YOU

Figure 1 Commitment to the responsible you

B) LOVING WITHOUT THE RESPONSIBLE,
"CORE YOU"

* Reciprocal, mysterious love

* Function of forgiveness as the call to sharing

ceases
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RESULTS _________DISCUSSION
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METHOD

* 16 spouses/partners

« Semi-structured narrative
Interviews

 Visual elicitation method

* Narrative holistic content analysis

+ modifications
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COMMITMENT - SHARING BEYOND THE
IDEALIZED RECIPROCITY
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RELATIONALITY WITHOUT
"THE CORE" SELF:

 Inability to fully address stable

commitment to another person

 Abillity to discuss love as
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» Forgiveness as spousal "bridge

ouilding™ The mentally ill
spouse’s repentance and
responsibility?

DISABILITY THEOLOGY:
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 Commitment as unrecognized

mode of genuine reciprocity
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